
4/10/20 

Dear Amherst Families, 
 
I’m writing with updates from the state and new information.  

• As you know, Governor Andrew Cuomo is handling the NY on Pause in two-week 
increments and an April 8 Executive Order extended the school closure mandate through 
April 29. We, like you, recognize the frustration of not knowing what’s ahead. Yet we want 
to assure you that we are looking ahead and planning for various scenarios. If this 
closure is not extended, schools would reopen on April 30. The decision to reopen 
schools will be strongly influenced by Executive Orders and we await his next update on 
this issue. 
 

• High school parents, I’m sure you are aware that the New York State Board of Regents 
announced that June Regents Exams are cancelled. The state has given us detailed 
guidance and maximum flexibility. However, I must stress the following - in order to stay 
on track to graduate on time, it’s crucial that your child continues to work through the 
school closure as course credit depends on engagement now, as well as work completed 
previously in the school year. Forthcoming communication from your building 
administrator will cover the topics of course credits, Regents, Advanced Placement and 
local exams. 
 

• Last week I announced the closing of our outdoor facilities. Thank you for respecting 
those guidelines and your continued efforts to social distance. These actions will help us 
return to normal sooner rather than later. 
 

• Families that are at risk of losing healthcare coverage due to COVID-19 can find 
assistance with NY State of Health. 
 

• On Monday, April 13, 2020 students in grades K-5 will transition to online learning 
through Google Classroom. Our elementary assistant principals created a one-stop 
ACSD Elementary Online Learning site with directions and video support for Google 
classrooms including how to log into Google, how to get started with Chromebooks, and 
the ACSD technical support contacts on the bottom of each section. 
 

• While the Governor works in two-week increments, we are looking ahead to events that 
traditionally happen in the spring and early summer. As mentioned above, our plans look 
at two scenarios - returning to school or continued closure. If we do return to school this 
year, our focus will be teaching and having our students back in the classroom, therefore 
some of the previously scheduled non-instructional events could be cancelled so that our 
students have more in-class time. I have been made aware of the difficult decision to 
cancel the annual Tiger Gala in June for student athletes. Be assured that we have many 
things under consideration and will be able to move forward once we know the status of 
closures. 

I will continue to communicate as new information emerges. 

Thank you,  
Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent 

https://www.amherstschools.org/cms/lib/NY02211892/Centricity/Domain/840/NY%20State%20of%20Health%20Letter%20to%20Families.pdf
https://www.amherstschools.org/Page/8688
https://www.amherstschools.org/Page/8688

